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possibilities as a grafter's paradise. These officers, quite rightly,
foresaw that they would all have to sacrifice their own
quarters if Dr Banks were able to persuade Lord Sandwich
that he would need most of the ship's highly limited space
for laboratory purposes for himself and his elaborate staff of
assistants. Therefore they discouraged the idea that Banks
should be a member of the party just as much as they dared,
and when the doctor withdrew from the expedition (which
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he did shortly before Captain Cook sailed) there was loud
jubilation.

I should add, however, that Joseph Banks, in spite of his
affiliations with the fourth Earl of Sandwich and a somewhat
exaggerated view of his own importance, was an extremely able
and highly accomplished gentleman. He always remained on
the best of terms with Captain Cook, and after the lattcr's
murder he became a most active champion of the new continent
He established himself as a sort of Minister without portfolio
for Australian afiairs, always annoying the British Government
with his plans to turn the country into a well-regulated and self-
sustaining colony. Indeed, it was Dr Banks who after the loss
of America came forward with an elaborate project to remove